
Publishing in academic journals
Tips to help you succeed



Some Publishing Trivia

0

Q: When was the first 
scholarly journal 

published?

a) 1565

b) 1665

c) 1765



Who are Taylor & Francis 
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1798
Richard Taylor 

launches 
Philosophical 

Magazine

1852
Taylor & 
Francis is 
founded

1998
Taylor & 

Francis Group 
floated on 

London Stock 
Exchange.

Routledge joins 
Taylor & 

Francis Group

1936
Taylor & 

Francis Ltd 
formed

2003
CRC Press joins 

Taylor & 
Francis Group

2004
Taylor & 

Francis joins 
Informa plc

2013
Cogent OA 
launched

2015
Informa 

Healthcare 
moves to 
Taylor & 
Francis

>2,500
Journals

>110,000 
Books

48% 
Science, Technology 
& Medicine 

>160
fully Open Access 
Journals

>118,000
Articles 
published each year

>700
Society publishing 
partners

20
Publishing offices 
around the world

52% 
Humanities & 
Social Sciences 

2016
Informa plc

enters
FTSE 100

2017
Taylor & Francis 
acquires Colwiz





Why publish?

ÅTo exchange ideas 
ÅTo build reputation
ÅTo disseminate work on a global scale

Have you got: 

ÅSomething new to say?
ÅA solution to a current or difficult problem?
Å! ƴŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀ ΨƘƻǘΩ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛŜƭŘ

Publishing - a necessary step in the research process



What are you publishing?

ÅAre you publishing new methods and / or results?
ÅAre you reviewing or summarizing a particular area?
ÅDoes it advance knowledge and understanding of a 

particular area?

5ƻƴΩǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦΧ

ÅNo scientific interest
ÅOut-of-date work
ÅA duplication of existing, published research
ÅIncorrect or unacceptable conclusions



Think about what you want to publish

ÅFull articles: offering original insights

ÅLetters: communicating advances quickly  

ÅReviews: offer a perspective, summarising recent 
developments on a significant topic

ÅConference papers: something to consider if your 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ Ψƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΩ 



The stages to go through before submitting

Idea
Choose 
journal

Read 
back 

issues

Write 
first 
draft

Use 
critical 
friend

Refine 
further 
drafts

Check

Information 
for Authors

Proof 
read 
and 

submit



Choosing the 

right journal



Know your audience

Tip 1: A journal article is not a magazine article, a book 
manuscript or your PhD thesis (but you could write a book 
ǊŜǾƛŜǿΧύ

Q. Do you:

A) Write an article for a specific journal? 
B) Find any journal for your article?

A) Be in the minority: 

30% of authors write for a specific journal, 
70% write the article and panic.  



²Ƙȅ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀŘ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΩǎ Ψ!ƛƳǎ ϧ {ŎƻǇŜΩ

¢ƘŜ Ψ!ƛƳǎ ϧ {ŎƻǇŜΩ 
will help you 
understand what 
the journal is about, 
and who it is for. 

Find it on the 
journal page on 
tandfonline.com



Know your audience

Tip 2: You are joining a conversation with other contributors.

Research the journals in your field:

VVisit your university library 
VLook at publisher and journal websites
VTalk to your peers
VPick your type: generalist or niche, international or 

region specific?
VwŜŀŘ όŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘύ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΩǎ !ƛƳǎ ŀƴŘ {ŎƻǇŜ
VCheck www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo 



Know your audience

Tip 3: Ask the right questions and knowthe right answers. Who, or 
ǿƘŀǘΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΩǎΥ

ÅEditor? 
ÅEditorial board? 
ÅPublisher?
ÅAuthors?
ÅReadership?
ÅOnline/print?
Å Impact Factor? 
ÅPeer review?
ÅSubmission process?
ÅOpen Access policy? 

Build up a picture of 
the journal and 
understand the stages 
your paper will go 
through before it is 
published. 



Think. Check. Submit.

ÅA publishing industry 
initiative which aims to help 
you make informed choices, 
and choose trusted journals 
to publish your research

ÅProvides you with a toolkit 
to assess whether the 
journal you plan to submit 
to is appropriate for your 
work, and is also a 
respected, reputable journal



The Think. Check. Submit. checklist

1. Do you or your colleagues know the journal?

2. Is the journal clear about the type of peer review that it 
uses?

3. Can you easily identify and contact the publisher?

4. Is the publisher a member of a recognized industry 
initiative?



Journal citation metrics

Citation metrics - widely used as measures of quality by:

Librarians Tenure & promotion committees

Grant awarding bodies Researchers Publishers

In the simplest terms, they calculate the average number of citations over a 
specified time period.

Å Impact Factor / Social Sciences Citation Index

Å SNIP/ Scopus 

Å EigenfactorScore

There are many factors to consider when deciding which journal is right for your 
paper.



New resource: Mastering Metrics

http://bit.ly/TF-Mastering-Metrics



What is

?


